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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


A coRRESPONDENT of ‘the QOordoo Akhbdr of the: 16th 
February notices a novél kind. of cheating discovered - in 
. Lucknow. A cloth’ merchant with a bundle of cloth was 
enticed into a house; where he was told a purchaser would be 
found. He allowed his-bundle‘to’ be carried inte an-igher 
chamber, while’he waited for orders in another room. After 
waiting some time he grew uneasy, and on looking about-him 
found that the housdé ‘was empty, and. that: hie cloth had been 
carried off through-a back doors : The: ‘bundle was {he soy) 
worth Rs, 1,000, : 


The Rokilkhund Akhbar of the 18th February mentions 
a daring highway robbery in the city of Moradabad. . A 
goldsmith, who was going home from his shop in the evening, 
was struck down and robbed of: his purse near:tha Faizgunge 
Police station. The robber has.not been found. 


The Kédyasth Samdehér of the same date regrets that in 'thée 
case of Bhowanee Pershad, appellant, versus Bukhtawur Singh, 
Mathur Kayasth of Moradabad, , respondent, heard before 
the Chief Justice and the Hon’ble F’. Pearson on the 5th of 
last Febrnary, 1t was: ruled that - the Ka ‘asths of the .North- 
Western Provineas' were af Sudra origin, and came uader the 


( 90 ) 


law for Sudras in respect of property. This is true of the 
Bengal Kayasths, but not of the Kayasths of the North-West- 
ern Provinces. It is strange-that the authoritative decision. 


(Vyavasthé) of 96 eminent, Sanscrit scholars of the Dharm oe 


Sabhd of the Maharajah of Benares was not produced in evi- Bis 
dence to prove that. the Kayasths are governed by the Hindoo- 


law applicable to Kshatriyas. This Vyavastha is in the hands | 


of Moonshee Beharee Lal, Settlement Deputy Collector of — 

Cawnpore, and Moonshiee Kaleo Pershad, Pleader ofthe Judi- 
cial Commissioner's Court, Oudh.. - These gentlemen. and the 
Kayasth Dharm Sabhdé at Lucknow should help Bukhtawar 


Singh to move for 4 review of judgment; and, if necessary, to 
carry his case before the Privy Council. 


A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Lukheem- 
pore (Oudh), states’ that as. Daya Ram, Bhutnagur, overseer of 
dak-runners,, Lukheempore road, was going towards Sunghaee 
with money to pay the runners, he fell in with a. party of, the 
notorious robbers of Bangur, who got him to smoke a drugged. 
hugga, and hacked him. with knives as. he. lay, senseless, and, 
made off with the Government money, leaving him, unable to. 
move.., | t a erg cry . 

‘The. Benares: Akhbar. of. the: 19th: February: states, that: 
though the lanes of the city: are now swept, the gutters. on 
the roofs of the houses, which empty upon the street, are 
still a nuisance ; the sewer running through the middle of the 


city is rarely cleaned ; and the pavement of the lanes is. in 
many places broken and uneven. 


The: Akhbér-i-Alam of the same date: meals: have. liberal 


encouragement, in the shape of money rewards, offered: for the 
translation of English technical and scientific, works into the 
vernacular languages of India, ‘Without such translations, it 


is vain to look for any progress of the Beoele of Hada in, sclen¢e. 
‘or the industrial arts... . 


The Agra. Akhbér of the 20th’ mibiiiias aiiad d that 
the officers of Courtsin some: districte refuse to: grant copies 
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on plain. paper of: petitions of plaint, :&c., though under. Act 
XVIII. of 1869.  enaias ” _— are ‘bound to: furnish ‘suck 


copies. 

The writer would suggest the issue of a general order 
authorising the granting of copies of such documents on plain 
paper on the verbal application of suitors, ‘in order to save 
time and trouble. 


_ A correspondent of the Lauh-t-Mahfiz of the same date, 

writing from .Budaon, -states that a butcher in the town of 
Bissowlee killed an infant child, and sold the flesh in the mar- 
ket; but that for reasons not known he was Laces by the 
Sessions J udge. 


The same. correspondent also notices the stealing of a cart: 
and bullocks from the grain market of Budaon. 


The Mayo Memorial :Gazétte, of the same date, dawn attetie 
tion to the following nuisances in thé suburbs of Delhi :--. 


‘(a.) The gutters onthe ‘roofs of houses empty — the 
street. 


(b.) The lanes are very narrow, and lined with open privies, 
the dirty water from which either collects in basins dug for 
the purpose, or flows through the lanes, which accordingly are 
always full of exceeding foul mie 


(c.) The butchers in Nizam-ood-deen bazaar have built ‘a 
bench about one yard broad and two yards long in front of 
their shops, and-cut up and sell flesh both in the -shops ‘and 
on the bench, to the great disgust of -passengers, especially 
of those who’: are “Hindoos. © The bench ‘also encroaches on-the 
public road, -whith'i is only somé ‘24 yards wide ‘inthis place. 
‘The butchers: buy sickly animals and:kill them in their houses, 
though on the report of. the jemadar an order ‘was passed:a 
‘Month ago prohibiting the slaughter of beasts within. private 
houses, The refuse meat is-carried all-over the.ci ity by -dogs- 
and cats, and ‘bones: ‘are burnt by: the lower élasses. , 


.. (ds) Before the northern. gate of:the Arab: Serat:there.is:» 
kuchha ‘pond filed with rain-water,.in which certain . castes. 
bathe, though the pond: is also used for steeping hemp, or 
washing cows and buffaloes, who defile the water in more 
ways than one. Hemp is also steeped in ‘the nullah in Nizam- 
ood-deen bazaar, although the water of the nullah mingles with 


that of Phool Kunwan nullah, which is ‘used by many people 
for drinking. ) 


It is owing | to these abuses that disease has been so pre- 
valetit in Nizam-vod-deen and Arab ‘Serai- for some time 
past. Sie tecR es ae 


The Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the 21st eben: says. hie a 
postman, carrying the dak bag, on the ‘Hussunpore Dhunowra 
and Amroha and ‘Tigree road, was wounded and robbed of 


the mail by a party of four or five blackguards, who attacked 
him near the Dundowlee police station. — ae 


The Meerut Gazette of the same date notices the éase of the 
murder of one Jeewun: by a: Luropean soldier called’ Jackson, 
belonging to the 15th regiment stationed at Meerut. The facts 
of the case are these :—Jackson and another European soldier 
went to Russoolpore—a village i in, the Meerut District—to shoot, 
and shot a peacock. The zemindars asked. them not to shoot 
these sacred birds, and the other soldier forbore ’; but J ackson 
took aim at a second covey of peacocks, which were scared 
away bya clod of earth thrown by Jeewun, a Jat by caste. 
The loss of the birds.so.enraged Jackson, that he shot-the 
poor Jat dead. On-the zemindar’s report Mr. -Tregear, Police 
Inspector, went to make enquiries, and taking the case for one 
of accidental homicide,‘ closed ‘the investigation after three 
hours. Not satisfied with this, the Magistrate deputed Ahmed. 

. Hussun, Polioa Inspector,, to make further enquiry, when it 
_ Was found that the shot which caused Jeewun’s death had. been 
deliberately fired at him. Mr. Tregear’s opinion had been 
formed by regarding the evidence of the. four witnesses who 
stood beside Jeewun when he, was shot, as of less. value. than 
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the fabricated statement of ‘the: village’ chowkecdar-(who, as 
is manifest. from .the . thannah.. report, was not present, at. 
the time), and the evidence of a.chumar who was with the. 


eoldiera, Cpe ree ap hes Se 


- The editor iain ehh the dessidne J my ae, as before selitins 
the case is now pending, will see that impartial justice is dealt. 
out, and will call Mr. Tre gear strictly to account if his: ceca 
is found to be untrue. 


| ‘The Mérwér Gazette of the ‘93rd ees says 5 that. the. 
Parsees were not in the least to blame for the Bombay. riots.. 
If a Parsee published an inaccurate translation of a biogra- 
phy of Mahomed, the Mahomedans ought to have been thank- 
ful to him for having placed them in a position to publish - a 
rejoinder ; or at least they should have been quite satisfied 
when the issue of the book was stopped. But religious’ pre-. 
judice:so blinded them, that they'plundered the Parsée tavern 
and tasted spirits, which for them was a deadly sin’; and even: 


laid -violent hands on the es who aaa no concerti ‘Whrat-- 
over. n-tie DUSONE. |... ane tS {barred nett 


~The Roznhmiché, of the same date, draws attention to the- 
broken down state of liackney carriages in Lucknow, the* 
miserable condition of the horses, and the inexperience a the 
drivers, and calls c on the police to interfere. 


The same paper complains that the road leading from the 
Amenities Street. near Gunesh Gunge:to Dogehwan siete 
name 18 80 miry as to be almost: 'impaseablet ae ; 


ah attention of the e Manipal Commitee is invited. to. 


- 
he ei 


¢ raf it. 


The ii Alibér of me same dade pore t6 nite 
that a famous Jain temple in Ajmere; which is 250 years old, 
‘is fast falling in. decay ;-and thinks that the repair of it should 
be undertaken by the Public Works sid stiatin’ if the people | 

will not do anything of. themselves. , ¢ 


* A 
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The same papet notices the proposal of the Oudh ‘Govern- 
ment toset apart ‘a house in which ‘to’ place ‘all’ men of evil 
repute under corifinement during the night. 


The editor approves of the plan, which he thinks will put 
a.stop to nocturnal thefts ; but he would suggest.that if:com- 
pulsory work in the house during the day were added to:eon- 
finement by night, these men would soon wholy quit their 
wicked courses. 


The Khair Khawah-i-Alam of the 25th February, in its 
local news column, notices a theft of property valued at 
Rs. 1,000 from the house of Mirza Ilahee Bukhsh i in the city 
of Delhi. 


The Akhbd-i-Am. of the .same date says 5 tliat the propo- 
sal-of. the Municipal Committee of Lahore—viz., that houses 
pulled down in the lanes of thé city should be rebuilt further 
back from the street, and that the price of the ground thus 
gained should be paid to the owners of the houses—will cause 
much dissatisfaction among the people if it be put into force. 


The lanes of the city are crooked, and ‘the houses situated 
in them are already so-narrow that unless, each of them have 
several storeys; it.can scarcely give room far-a family. 

Under these circumstances, the writer thiiiks the proposal 
should be made ss iseccnal paly to houses situated in ‘the 
| bazaars. . 


- .A correspon dent of the: Oudh A kibde of the 9 7 th Febru- 
ary recommends the-case of the Ahlmudde of ,Oudh :to.the 
favourable consideration of the local Government. They are 
sid ‘to be overburdénéd with ‘work, so that’each of ‘them 


has as much to do as four r men of his class in the N orth- 
Western Provinces. en 


A correspondent of the Lauh- i-Mahfiz of the same date, 
who visited Bareilly (Rohilkhund) during the lite Mohurram, 
shys that he found‘a dead ‘silence throughout the city, and all 
the Musalmans sulky and déjécted. All the’ andient sites ‘of 
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the Mohurrum had been: - prohibited ;: and the better classes of 


Mahomedans, who: wished. to go. to- Lucknow.and atlier: cities: 
where they would be free to do as they chose; were ordered: tO. 


stay where they were. 


The writer remarks that thoiagh | as loyal vali ects the people 
yielded implicit obedience to. orders, it was wrongly done of 


Government. suddenly to forbid such old and important reli- 


gious. ceremonies. The Mahomedans are heard to say that 


some day Government will also prohibit the proclaiming of” 


the summons to prayers, as was done under the Sikh rule, 


Moradabad was in just the same case. On the 7th sand 


- 8th of the Mohurrum the district authorities called for the 
Mussalmans who had been used to make tazias, and enquired 
why they had not done so this year‘; and were told that since 
the public celebration of the rites attendant on the Mohur- 


rum had been prohibited, and fazias were not allowed to be © 


paraded through the city, but were to march without the 
city with a scanty following, the ceremony had been given up 
altogether. 


The Hindi Prakdsh, of the same sites states that though 
there is a: Leper Asylum in Turun Tarun, Umritsur, some lepers 


still live in. the city:, They bathe. with other Hindoos in the. 
_ sacred tank of Shree: Durbar Sahib, which is much frequented. 


by pilgrims at times of fairs, so that there-is: great fear of 
their communicating: their: disease: to: others. This is. no: 


doubt the reason ia lepteey is 80. prerers in Turun: 


Tarun.. 


In order to remove the evil, the editor suggests that: the 
Police should carry to the asylum all lepers who are found in 
the city. Lepers who have rich relatives can be accommo- 


dated in ‘Separate houses near the asylum at the expense of 


their family. 


‘The: writer also. points: ont the oa of adopting some. 
plan for barifyin g the water of the tank from time to-time. 
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‘The Koh-i-Niér of the 28th. February contrasts the old 
chowkeedaree -system with the present system of ‘police,— 
being led to this by the recent order of the Panjab Govern- 
ment, nominating a special committee to enquire into the. old 
village chowkeedaree system. 


' The writer believes that the present police force are worse 
than the thieves and budmashes whom they are meant to sup- 
press. - This is the opinion held by many experienced Huro- 
pean officers of high standing. For instance, Mr. Brandreth, 


Commissioner, who has an inventive genius, is a bitter enemy 
of the police. 


A notion of the character of the force may be. formed 
from the way in which they conduct investigations into cases 
of theft. Taking advantage of the law which leaves the owner 
of the stolen property at liberty to withdraw his complaint; 
they do all they can by fraud or force to make the sufferer 
hush the matter up. In this way the poor owner is subjected 
to disgrace and embarrassment, scarcely less than what thieves 
had to suffer in:the time of the old dynssties. 


Again, the difficulty of proving any charge against. the 
police has made them so hold and haughty, that they. regard, 
all mankind as their slaves, abuse their authority, and freely 
take bribes, The severities practised by them on prostitutes 
under the Lock Hospital Act, for the purpose of extort- 
ing money, may be cited as an instance, And the Umrit- 
sur butcher murder case, in which famous Superintendents, 
Assistant Superintendents, Inspectors, and Deputy Inspectors 
of Police joined i in bringing forward murderers of their own 
making, may be cited as an-example to show how the police 
are always ready and expert in fabeiosting g proofs. 


Under the old rule the people were cane ioe afili shsissind: 


and the money now ‘spent in a ayetem: of oppression was, saved 
to the State, .. : 


a 
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For the above’ reasons thé writer would propote the follow ‘ 
ing reforms in the’ police forcei—"“" as pee ea or 


(a) The District Superintendents and Deputy’ rs- 
General should be done away with, and their duties entras a 
to Magistrates and Commissioners respectively. a4 bi 


(8) The number of constables, , or rather chowkeoda ars, 
should be increased. ; | 


(c) The leading gentlemen of tuthallabe t in cities, and the 
zaildars and lumberdars in villages, should be made Honorary 
Police Magistrates, and. suitable monthly sti jpends should. be 
allowed them. A reference to the police report for the past 
year will show how useful the agency of these men is in the 
detection of crime. 


sp 


(d) Every facility slionld bs afforded to the salts for 
representing their wrongs and grievances, and ‘with.this view | 
a police committee should be established in each district, :° oa 


(e) . Police rules and regulations should be framied by the 
police committees for discussion, and published i in a plain and 


simple style for the information of the people. ‘ ‘These rules 
should be amended from time to time. 


The Panjabi Abibér, of. the same. date, ‘hie that. the 
Chaplain of Lahore’s proposal. to use the contributions. of 
Christians to. the ‘Famine Relief Fund for the support of 
orphans to be sent to Christian Mission-houses. is _eminently 
bigoted and unfair, and should meet with no countenance from : 
the En nglish- Government, which professes such li beral. and 
impartial opinions, tage 


i 


The same'paper takes ianibhion to the slew of Oe’ Chap: 
lain of Lahore ‘prohibiting natives from visiting the Europear 
churchyard i in the west of thecity.- The editor is at: a lose to 


discover the: reason of this prohibition. 


Under the heading “ Peshawur,” the same paper ‘states 
that a burglary’ was committed in the house of a soucar in 
that ot, the value’ of the property stolen being Rs. 1 1656. 


3 
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.. Phe. Samay Vinod: of. the- 1st ‘March, under: the heading - 
‘¢ Lohaghat ’’. (Almorah); states that a:party of seven or eight 
persons, who were.geing from Mundee Buramdey to Phillibheet, 
with about Rs.1,000 for. marketing, were plundered by thieves 
in the way. The thieves gave them Rs, 2-for the expenses of 
their journey back, and went off with the rest of the money. 


A correspondent of the Dabdaba-t-Sikandant of the 2nd 
March notices the shifts and tricks of the brokers of Benares 
to cheat. men out oftheir money. There is-a set of these men 
who wait at the railway station by turns. . As soon as any 
Hindoo: or Mahomedan gentleman alights at the station, the 
broker in waiting accosts him ; and if on enquiry he finds that 
the gentleman intends to buy anything in the city,*he goes 
with him to his lodging, and thence to the city brokers, to sell 
them their customer. The highest bidder of course wins the 
eustomer, and pays the price asked by the tout. He then 
_waits.on the gentleman at his lodgings, with goods which he 
has procured from the merchant, who agrees, to give him 25 
per cent. on. his sales. Of course the merchant raises ‘the 
price of his goods accordingly, and between tout, broker, 
‘and merchant, the purchaser Joges, say, six annas in the rupee. 


. The Maharajah of Rewah was lately sold to a broker i in the 
way abovementioned; but His Highness having become aware 
of the trick did not, buy anything, and gave strict orders to his 
attendants not to. buy anything. _ The disappointed broker, as 
a last-resource, threw himself before the Maharaj ah’s carriage 
-as he was. leaving Benares, and cried that he. had sacrificed 
Rs. 500 for His Highness’ sake, .The Maharajah i in vain tried 
to remove him from before.the carriage, and at last gave orders 
for: making a:purchase.. Accordingly. about Rs. 60,000 worth 
af + tom were hought,.and the broker carried the day, __ 

* he Oadk Akhbdr’ of the 3rd: March, in its eorrespondence: 


columns, draws the attention of the Ba, ab eee to 
the following eomplaints : — | 


_  (1.) Moonshee Sohan Lal,'who has beet first grade Naib 
Tuhseeldar of Ferozepore for 25 years, and \ who has -séveral 
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timas officiated: +) Mahseeldar: of » Lahore and : ‘Gujrimmnils, 

recently appeared before the Commissioner of Lahore to give. 

evidence in.a criminal case, when. that:officer ordered him to: 

tender his resignation, and appointed an: Abkaree Darogah,, 
‘who had not passed the. prescribed examination, in his place. 
It is very much to be regretted that an old and deserving ser- 
vant of Government should thus be removed from service, and 
left without a pension, This.is extremely disheartening to 
other public servants, and is a common tape of conversa- 
tion among the people. : 


(2.) In the recent transfers of the officials of the Suddur 
and Mofussil in the. district, the. Deputy Commissioner of 
Lahore paid no regard to the differences of pay involved 
in the transfers, and. has thus given:much cause for complaint. 

(3.) ‘In a great’ city of the Punjab thete is an officer who 
is in the habit of using abusive language towards éverybody 

who comes into his Court. - Perhaps this officer’ has: not seen — 
the circular of the Pun} i ab. Government warning officers agamst 2 
the practice. oe ners eae Peer ae) red 


The Matla-i- Ndr, of the sanie date, learns froin a contem- 
porary that a Hindoo of noble family recently went with ‘his 
wife ona pilgrimage to Ajoodhiya (Fyzabad); and that on their 
“way back the husband died at Azimgurh,-and the wife conti- 
nued her j journey home alone, before shes had yet performed the 
funeral ceremonies. On her way- she arrived one evening at 
a thannah, wherl the constables informed the thannahdar that 
a young woman, extremely beautiful-and rich, had arrived in 
‘the neighbourhood. ‘The thannahdar said hothing at the time, 
‘but at night went to the place where the lady was lodged, and, 
despite her prayers ‘and: entreaties, violated ‘her-atid Seized’ ker 
property. -‘She' made a complaint before the Magistrate, but 


‘ all the redress she: gv was an order for her removal to. onic 


“place, : wo wo Ge 
| POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


. The Akhbér-i-Anjuman-i- Punjab of the 19th February 
says that the palace of Tippog. Sahib in Seringapatam should 
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be vaniatih’ from decay, both as a monument of old Indiari 

architecture, and.as‘an example of the variety of human pride ; 

for the walls are still covered with the pictures of English pri- 

goners which Tippoo had painted to gratify his insolence and 

his hatred of the English power. Lord Dalhousie. spent a | 

lakh of rupees on the repair of the building, butitis now — 
falling to ruin, | ge PES? 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette of the 20th Sebedsiey, makes 
the following general remarks upon the state of affairs at 
Baroda, which has led to the appointment of a Commission if 
Government :— 


Since the time of Maharajah Khunde Rao there ne beért 
two opposite parties in the state, the party of the Maharajah 
and the party of Mulhar Rao. Accordingly, on the death of 
Khunde Rao, and the accession of Mulhar Rao; the party 
which had been in power fell into disgrace. They ‘theroforé 
took to spreading malicious reports of the government of the 
new chief, and got up the cry and clamour against him which 
has led to the appointment of a commission. The truth of this 
is manifest from the statements of the witnesses produced before 
the commission, which show that most of the complaints 
come simply to this,—that the favours. shown. towards the 
complainants by the late chief had been stopped. ‘Itis obvious 
that complaints such as these do not justify severe measures. In 
dealing with a Native state the Government should remember 

that they are jealously watched by the | eyes of all India, and 
should make fair allowance for Court intrigues and the distorted 
views of political parties, from both of which, as well as 


from the ill-will of a Resident or a Political’A gent, prey ? Native 
goverament i in India is exposed to danger, 


The Rajpootana Social Science Congress Gazette of the 20th 

) February publishes a list of’ the subscriptions raised at Jeypore 
under the lead of the Maharajah towards the relief of the 

Sufferers from the famine in Ben gal. The total amount col- 

" lected is Rs. 35,176, of which Rs. 25,000 have been'contributed 

‘by the Maharajah, and the remajnder by the nobility and 


“© YW ) 


gentry of the atate. “yThe éditor considers’ this ‘act ‘of: the. 
Maharajah highly credifable“to him, and a Fresh convincing 
proof of his liberality: - 


A correspondent of the K oh-i- Ndr of the 91 st February, 
writing from J odhpore, states that: the water of the Bholee 
Lao, a tank within that city, has become putrid and offensive, 
but is nevertheless used by women of all classes and ranks, 
who bathe there almost naked. | 


The attention of the Maharajah i is drawn to thts, as well 
as to the practice of singing indecent songs and setting up 


an obscene idol in different places 1 in the city: during the days 
of the Holee festival. ieee 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhé of the 23rd Diianary. publishes 
the following further particulars about the prohibition of the 
sounding of the sunkh in the State of Rampore, which, as-has 
been so often noticed in the Selections, i is acrying grievance 


and a source of disaffection among: the Hindoo Subjects, of 
that state. 


A few years ago a ‘he a in Khata (the chief 
among the villages ceded to the Nawab as a reward for his 


loyalty to the English Government during the mutiny of 
1857) blew the sunkh in his temple, as usual, during the 
days of the Mohurrum. The Mussalmans of the place beat 
him, and were arrested for doing so. On this they | came to an 
agreement with the Hindoos, and drew up'a deed of compro- 
mise ; but three months afterwards they broke their engage- 
ments and the matter was referred to the Nawab, who caused 
enquiries to be made. It was found from thé statements both 
_of the Hindoos and of some of- the Mussalmang, : that the sunkh 
had been sounded in that place from old time. For all that, 
the Mahomedan Judge passed an order prohibiting the 
sounding of the sunkh within fifty paces of a mosque. The 
Hindoos appealed, and were forbidden to sound the sunkh 
anywhere i in the village. _ They then appealed to the Nawab, 
who called upon them to draw up a recognizance engagi ng 
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never to blow the suskh except in ‘two places.’ As their 
last resource, the Hindoos ‘preferred: an: appeal: from - this 
order to the Agent. of the Governor-General, | who: called 
for a copy of: the order: from-the Nawab, which ‘had. been 
refused to: the appellants.. Upon this the: Prime. .Minister. 
of Rampore called for the Hindoos and pressed them. accede 
toa compromise. The fact that this compromise had. been 
forcibly exacted from the Hindoos: was .made known to the 
Governor-General’s Agent,.and an enquiry was made by the 
old Tuhseeldar of Khata. That officer plainly stated that 
the sunkh had always been blown in the village. Unfor- 
tunately for the Hindoos, however, the Governor-General’s 
Agent went to England on furlough, and his successor dis- 
missed the appeal. The Nawab has been heard to say that 
since the Hindoo Rajahs of’ the hills :d6o not: allow their 
Mahomedan subjects to proclaim the summons to prayers, there 


is no reason why he should permit the soun din 1g of the sunkh 
in his state. 


The writer considers this sibeeeniy un} sunt. 


~The Lawrence Gazette of the same date aide that in 
order to encourage the chiefs ‘and princes of Native states to 
cultivate literary habits, Government would do well to regitire 
them to.pass-an examination in such course of literaturé as 
would be of use to them in the government of their stiites. 
The examinations could be held by the Political Agerits, find 


Government should confer some honorary title or other: distine- 
tion upon the successful candidates. 


‘The editor of the paper approves of the suggestion. | 


‘The Agra Akhbér of the 28th February | praises the Chier 
‘of Loharoo (Punjab) for his high literary attainments, his food 
‘administration of his state, and his introduction of Vitious 
reforths and improvements. A school, a dispensary, ‘finda 
“ press have been set up , roads have been constructed, a police 


‘force lias beén established, and care’ i is taken for the safet aby 
‘of the public health, ee 
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“The proms Institute Gazette: of the 20th Felina wae 
lishes an account. of the meeting held at: Boolundshuhur, on the 


oecasion of the recent exhibition; with Keiwar Lachmun Singh 
(Deputy Collector) as President, for the obtaining of subscrip« 
tons in aid of the proposed Sanskrit -University.. The. rE 
ceedings were opened with an address by ‘the President, 
which the object of. the:meeting was. briefly explained. ‘This 
was followed by a.s peech by . Lalla Luchmee Narain on the 
excellence of the Sanskrit language, and the need of the estab- 
lishment of a Sanskrit University, after which subscriptions 
amounting to Rs. 3,420 were offered by the members present, 
and sub-committees forthe collection of subscriptions were 
appointed in the larger towns of the basi to act basse § the 
suddur committee at Bool undshuh — 


oA correspondent of the Lauh-i-Mahfiz of the 27 th Feb- 
ruary, writing from Badshahee Bagh, in the Seharunpore Dis- 
trict, points out the need of establishing schools in Mouzahs 
Mainapore, Shufeepore, Mugunpore, Janeepote, Faizabad, 

and other villages situated at. the foot of the hills, which are 
said to be sadly 3 in want of them. 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette of the same ‘date publishes 
lists of the subscriptions obtained at the meetings which were 
lately held at. Hatrass and Secundra Rao in the Allygurh 
District, in. aid of .the proposed ‘Sanscrit University. The 


amounts raised at.the two- _—* were apl 1 ‘wade aor tis. 1 690 
respectively. ! 


The : Qudh Akhbde of .the rd March. condemns. the » Kigh- 
handed policy adopted by Government with regard to obscene’ 
books, ‘Since booksellers in divers: places have béen: fined: 
by Government for selling obscene’ books, great agitation has’ 
been caused in the literary world. - No books but calendars: 
and law treatises are now to be seen in the shops of book-’ 
sellers in great cities and towns. In. short, the result thas 
been that the trade in books is at a stand-still, and the pub- : 
lication of literary and scientific works has been stopped. : 


( 104 ) 


If a man in doubt asks’-Governmené whether a book is 
worth printing, he is told to exercise’ his own discretion in the 
niatter. The labours of the committee which was appointed 
at Calcutta for examining and reporting upon vernacular 
books have been hindered by the Bengal famine, and more- 
over, unless able men from Delhi, Lucknow, Lahore, Agra, 
Meerut, and other cities be’ invited to sit on the committee, 
thére can be no hope of any good from it. : | 


In the writer’s opinion it is unwise for Government to 
act authoritatively in the matter; and he would suggest that 
the task of revising vernacular books should be entrusted to 
_ the societies and associations existin g in the different ci ities of 


India. 

An able essay on the above subject, written by “Pundit 
Kishen Lall, Accountant, Public Works Department (Punjab), 
was published in the Akhbdr-i-Anj umdn-t- Panjab. The writer 
illustrates the several stages of obscenity in writing, and calls 
‘tpon his countrymen to direct their attention to. this import- 
ant matter of the reformation of their literature. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Kavi Vachun Sudhd states that some of the genile- 
men of Benares lately held a meeting, at which they drew 
up an agreement promising in future not to wear any kind 
of cloth but that made in the country. These gentlemen 
have affixed their signatures to the agreement, and new names 
are daily swelling the list. 


lel 


The Oudh Akhbdr wonders that while salutes of guns 
were fired in all Russian territories, and even from all Russian’ 
ships, in honour of the marriage of the Princess of Russia 
with the Duke of Edinburgh, no sach public expression of joy 
was observed in British India.’ In the editor’s opinion. the. 
marriage of the Royal Prince with the only daughter of a 
European potentate such. as the Czar was’ an event which 
ought to have been welcomed with public satgspcres gh of Joy 7 
throughout Her Majesty’s dominions. --__ 
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